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blunder in insisting at the Savoy Conference
of 1661 on a complete surrender of the
churchmen to their desires. They were now
obviously the weaker party, and with pathetic
earnestness, Baxter, their leader, framed plans
of conciliation by which his followers might
return without loss of honour. We need
not be sorry that the negotiations failed,
though a very few grains of wisdom in his
opponents would have won Baxter himself.
But the reign of the Stuarts was to end
amid a sudden emergence of the older motives.
King James II. violated the law and strained
to breaking-point a faith in Divine Right
which the clergy had pressed to a Byzantine
servility. He incurred the loss of his throne
on behalf of a Church which welcomed his
downfall. For Rome was again as political
as in the days of the Renaissance, and re-
garded James less as a champion of the faith
than as an ally of Louis XIV., whose domi-
nance was resented by the Pope as that of
Philip II. had been resented in the days of
Mary. James was ruined by the delusion
that it was still possible to dictate its religion
to a nation ; the Laudian party was to be
driven, in this collapse of the old ideas, into
an impotent secession.